In primates, social context is one of the factors that increases the acceptance of novel foods. Previous experiments showed that tufted capuchins, Cebus apella, eat significantly more of novel foods when in the presence of group members eating the same novel foods. Several processes may have led to these results. The mere presence of group members may reduce the individual's stress of being alone, or its neophobic response and, consequently, may increase its food consumption. The individual may be influenced by what group members do, and local/stimulus enhancement and/or social facilitation may occur. To investigate the above processes, we assessed whether an individual capuchin monkey's consumption of novel foods is lower when (1) the individual is alone with nobody in the nearby cage than when (2) group members are present in the nearby cage with no food or when (3) they are present and eating a familiar food. We tested 15 subjects with three novel foods, each presented in one condition. In both social conditions, the more group members there were by the food box the more the experimental subject ate. In addition, when group members were present and eating food, there was a significant increase in the acceptance of the three foods, regardless of what group members were eating. We argue that social facilitation of eating is a quicker way to overcome neophobia and only social facilitation of eating what the others are eating can be considered a safe way to learn about a safe diet. Social context affects the acceptance of a novel food in several ways. In general, the presence of group members may reduce the stress of being alone; for example, Cadieu et al. (1995) suggested that solitary canaries, Serinus canarius, are more fearful and less active and less inclined to interact with foods. Greenberg (1990) has also argued that when novel foods are presented, warblers tested in groups learn quicker because the presence of companions reduces their neophobia. More specifically, when group members interact with a novel food (e.g. holding, eating, etc.) the observer's attention is channelled towards where the group members are, and towards what they do. Therefore the observer can be influenced by its group members, and different processes such as local/stimulus enhancement and social facilitation may affect novel food acceptance. In local/stimulus enhancement the individual's attention is drawn to where other group members are, or to what the other group members are interested in: this makes it more likely to approach or come into contact with the object or place than if the model had not been observed (Spence 1937; Thorpe 1956 ). Social facilitation is the increased probability of performing a class of behaviours in the presence of a conspecific performing the same class of behaviours. In 
